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“Unable to place the future without respect for the past.”

Fig. 1. Portrait of Professor Niezabitowski.
(www.amu.edu.pl)

The skull from Barycz with a deformity in
one antler is an especially important find
among the remains of giant deer.

Tab. 3 Giant deer (Megaloceros giganteus).

(Own thought)

Post-cranial

Niezabitowski
elements

Localities (old name) Year when found Context  Cranial elements

Poland

More recently, a revision of the

1 Barycznear Sanriver 1934/5? loess cranium and antlers 1934,1935

skull was carried out using S amce e 1682 e 1934 1935

4  Ludwinow near Krakow before 1911 cranium and antlers 1934, 1935

INTRODUCTION mOdern methOdS, SUCh aS 5 Matopolska before 1912 6 fragments ofcf'aniumand antlers 1934, 1935

gross morphology, radiography, s wmasswna siasku before 1731 1934, 1935

. . . . . 7  Oborniki before 1900 gravel pit 1926

Edward Fe“ks Lub|CZ-N|ezab|tOWSk| (1875—1 946) CompUted tomography, and 8 Pr.osna river near Robakow before 1896 fluvial antler 1934,1935
was a POllSh SCIentISt, blOIOQlSt, Zoologlst’ and hIStOpathO|Ogy (PaWI'OWSka, 9  Wielkopolska before 1913 1934, 1935
phySICIan In the years 1928_1 929, he Served as 2014) 1  Turzariver near\lljvlfr(r)iil:iernierzWoiyhski 1887 peat whole antler 1935

Rektor (Chancellor) of the University of Poznan.

His scientific achievements
works in medical and natural sciences, and in topics
as diverse as entomology, botany, zooarcheology,
and the study of modern vertebrates and
Pleistocene mammals. At the same time, he also
dealt with issues of natural protection.

The purpose of work

Tab. 4 Eurasian elk (Alces alces).

InCIUde about 1 50 Localities (old name) Ye?oruwn:en Context Cranial elements Post-cranial elements  Niezabitowski | N p e a t I a N d S : e S p e C I a | | y I N
Poland .

1 Bednary near Pobiedziska antler 1929b W | e I ko p O I S k a a n d P O m O rZ e y
2 Dunajec river peat antlers 1912b .
3 Goscieszyn near Obra river antler fragment 1929b Complete Skeletons Of el k, blson ;
4 Jaszczuréwka near Zakopane 1889 skeleton, female 1929b, 1932 . .
5 Kotowiecko antler fragment e @Urochs, and deer were found in situ,
6 Krzeslice near Pobiedziska 1861 marl almost complete skeleton 1929b, 1932 -
7 bose antlr fragment 120 @S wWere redeposited skulls and bones
8 tabiszyn near Notec river antler 1929b . . . .
9 tukaszewko near Trzemeszno 1928  marl, groundworks almost complete skeleton 1929b, 1932 Of th ese a n | ma | S (N |eza bltOWS kl 3
10 Mitostaw antler fragment 1929b

11 Niz Polski 1932

1933b).

The purpose of this work is to present the legacy of Edward Feliks Lubicz-Niezabitowski in the form of
published results of his studies of Pleistocene-Holocene mammalian remains found at various sites in
Poland. His legacy has both methodological and scientific significance. Reading his morphological
descriptions of remains, one is struck with how easy it is to visualize the specimens. The
measurements of the specimens are described in excellent detail. In fact, rewriting the descriptions TRl s
into today's standards would present no problem. The locations of the finds, where known, are so
precisely described thattoday, over a century later, they can be easily found on a map.

Methods

12  Potajewo near Oborniki antler fragment 1929b . . 0 .
13 Poznan Gtéwna (Gtdwna near Poznan) 1928 skeleton 1929b TWO Of NlezabltOWSkls ertlngs are
14 Prosna river fluvial antler fragment 1929b . .
15 Rogowek antier fragments 29 WhHolly dedicated to his work on
16  Sroda antler fragment 1929b . .
17  Warta river near Oborniki fluvial cranium and antler fragments 1929b EuraS|an elk remalns (Alces alceS),
18 Wielkopolska 3 cranium 1929b . . . .
19  Wielowie$ antler fragments 1929b and thlS taxon IS aISO dealt Wlth |n
20  Wistok river fluvial, gravel 1931 .. . . .
21 Zabikowo cranium w00 Other writings (Niezabitowski 1929,
Ukraine 1 932)_
Strwiaz river near Felsztyn peatland antlers 1932
Strwiaz river near Gteboka 1929b

Tab. 5 European bison (Bison bonasus).

Localities (old name) Year when found Context Cranial elements Post-cranial elements Niezabitowski

Poland

Niezabitowski gave an

overview of the 8 finds of Brodnica cranium 1931
. . before 1931 fluvial, gray siltand gravel cranium-male 1931

European blson ln POIand, B Czu-dec,Wis’rokriver 1925 fluvial cranium—male 1931
. f th 1 O 3 Galinowo before 1909 lake cranium 1931
4 Goreczyn peatbog cranium 1931

In the ConteXt O e 5 Grabow peat, depth: 4-6m skeleton-male (and human skeleton) 1931
I f d 1 f 6 Iwno near Poznan cranium fragment and horn cores 1938a;1938b
blson In S In Europe O 7 Matopolska cranium-male, horn core-male 1931
1 1 1 8 Osieczek peatbog cranium 1931

the tlme’ ln hIS Work 9 Rzeszow, Wistok river fluvial cranium-female 1931
10 Starkowiec Pigtkowski near Mitostaw peat presumably complete skeleton, male 1938a; 1938b

This article does not attempt to verify the descriptions of the specimens, but instead provides a summary based
on the sources available in the bibliography. The current storage locations of the specimens have not been
checked. However, an attempt was made to find specimens in the collections of the researcher's institution
(Institute of Geology, Adam Mickiewicz University), which turned up certain of the specimens, such as the woolly
rhinoceros skull fragment. The year of discovery of a specimen is not known in all cases; where unknown, Tables

1-10 give an indicative date that precedes the publication of the find.

RESULTS

entitled “The fossil

(Starkowiec Pigtkowski near Mitostaw)

I"emalnS Of blSOﬂ (Blson 11 Winna Géra (Winnagdra) 06/1937  peat, depth:2.6m complete skeleton 1938a
1 I Ukraine
bonasus L.) in Polish  — o
2 Grodno cranium-female

lands” (Niezabitowski,
1931).

Attention is there paid to the Tab. 6 Steppe wisent (Bison priscus).

All of his published and accessible analyses of fossil material were used to prepare a faunal list
specified for each taxon, reconsidering the names of sites, which have in some cases been

renamed, due to geographical updates.

The collected results of his analyses show the taxonomic diversity of mammals. Among others, he
identified remains of woolly mammoth (Mammuthus primigenius- Table 1), straight-tusked elephant
(Elephas (Palaeoloxodon) antiquus- Table 1), woolly rhinoceros (Coelodonta antiquitatis- Table 2),
giant deer (Megaloceros giganteus- Table 3), Eurasian elk (Alces alces- Table 4), European bison
(Bison bonasus- Table 5), steppe wisent (Bison priscus-Table 6), reindeer (Rangifer tarandus-
Table 7), horse (Equus sp.- Table 8), Eurasian cave lion (Panthera leo spelaea- Table 9), and cave
bear (Ursus spelaeus- Table 10), and other taxa (Capra hircus, Cervus elaphus, Canis lupus,

Tab.1 Woolly mammoth (Mammuthus primigenius)
and straight-tusked elephant (Elephas
(Palaeoloxodon) antiquus).

- - L . Post-cranial . . .
d|Scovery Of a b|Son Skeleton and a Localities (old name) Year when found Context Cranial elements elements Niezabitowski
1 Chetmno, Wista river before 1909  fluvial cranium 1948b
human Skeleton’ found together at 2 Gryzyna 25/06/1937 sands, depth:5m cranium 1948b
a depth of 4—6 m in peat in Grabow. 3  oborniki before 1900  gravel pit bones 1926
. ’ 4 Okiennik Cave near Ojcéw before 1938 cave bones 1938d
in the northern part of Poland. 5 A Poznan S 1948
AI . h h k I B Poznan Szelggowska (Szelag near Poznan)  before 1929 bones 1929a
Ong Wlt t ese tWO S e etons Was 6 Tczew before 1948 cranium 1948b
1 1 7 Zalesie near Jarocin 1906 depth: 3.5-4m bones 1926
found an artifact—a gneiss axe, -
according to Niezabitowski.
Tab. 8 Horse (Equus sp.).
. Year when . Cranial Post-cranial ) .
Localities (old name) . Context Species Niezabitowski
. . ound elements elements
Tab. 7 Reindeer (Rangifer tarandus). 1 Dunajec river grave teeth 19126
2 Oborniki before 1900 gravel pit E.c. bones 1926
YEEr wihEn Gamial  Pesermmial 3 Okiennik Cave near Ojcow before 1938 cave E.sp. bones 1938d
Localities (old name) found Context O Niezabitowski 4 A Ppoznan Gtéwna (Gtéwna) Ee EmEs 1926
1 Czutéw, Murek Cave cave, lower layer 1914 B Poznari Szelag (Szelag) Ec. bones 1926
2 Gadki 1914 C Poznan Szelagowska (Szelag near Poznar) before 1929 E.sp. bones 1929a
3 Gniezno 1914 5 Zalesie near Jarocin 1906 3.5-4m E.c. bones 1926
4 Maszyce, Maszycka Cave cave 1914 6 Ztoczéw E.sp. cranium A&N, 1914
5 Mnikéw, Jaskinia na Mitaszéwce Neolithic layer (?) 1914
6 Murowana Goslina 1914
7 Nowy Sacz 1914
8 Oborniki in gravel 1914
D D 0 9 Okiennik Cave near Ojcow before 1938 cave bones 1938d
Elephantlne remalns Were deSC”bed by 10 Piekary, Jaskinia na Gotgbcu cave, lower layer 1914
. . . .. 11  Poznan Naramowicka (Naramowice) peat 1914
Niezabitowski from 19 localities. The bones 12 Tuczepy
13 Wierzchowie, Mammutowa Cave cave 1914
14  Wistoka river near Debica fluvial cranium 1914;1931 g
from One (NOWy Targ) represent elements Of a 15  Zalesie near Jarocin 1906  depth:3.5-4m, in gravel bones 1914;1926 Wmmm(dT

single individual.

Tab. 9 Eurasian cave lion (Panthera leo spelaea).

Kowa n éwe k n e a r O b O rn | kl ’ Localities (old name) Ye?OruwnZen Context Cranial elements :Ic;sr;c]—:r::snial Niezabitowski
where the mandible of a cave Poland
- - 1 Bebto, Jaskinia Bebtowska Dola cave, lower layer 1925
Ilon WaS fou nd y |S the mOSt 2 Jaskinia Magurska, Tatra Mts. (Grota Magura,Tatra Mts.) before 1925 cave 2 bones 1925;1938c; 1938d
. 3 Kowandwek near Obornik gravel pit mandibula with teeth 1938c; 1938d
northernmost place with cave i wiouice T 1938
. . . 5 Ojcow groty, vicinity before 1925 cave 1925; 1938c; 1938d
I I 0 n r e m a I n S I n P O | a n d 6  Wierzchowie, Jaskinia Wierzchowska Goérna cave, lower layer 1925
(Niezabitowski, 1938d). Ukraine
1 Wotyn before 1925 1925;1938c; 1938d
2 Rudki maxilla with teeth 1938c; 1938d
Localities (old name) Year when Context Cranial elements Post-cranial Niezabitowski Tab 1 O Cave bear
found elements
1 Dunajec river fluvial, gravel teeth 1912b (Ursus Spelaeus)
2 Jaskinia Magurska, Tatra Mts. (Grota Magura,Tatra Mts.) before 1938 cave bones 1938c
3 Jaskinia Wierzchowska Gérna cave mandibula with teeth 1898b; 1899
4 Mammutowa Cave near Ojcow cave bones 1932

Localities (old name) Year when found Context Species Cranial elements Post-cranial elements Niezabitowski
Poland
1 Krakow, vicinity E.a. molar: upper M2 1912a
2 Oborniki before 1903  gravel pit E.a. molars: upper M2 and lower M3 1912a, 1926
3 San river near Przemys| 1888 fluvial E.a. molar: lower M1 1912a
4 Warszawa Szczesliwice (Warszawa) before 1883, 1884 E.a. 3 molars 1912a
5 Dunajec river near Tarnow fluvial E.a./Mammuthus sp. molars: upper M1, upper M2, upper M2 1912a
6 Barycz near Przemysl M.p. bones 1934
7 Dunajec river near LudZmierz fluvial, gravel M.p. molar: upper M2 1912b
8 Gora Bronistawy, Krakow loess M.p. molar: upper deciduous M2 1912a,1938d
bones, one individual: cervical
9 Nowy Targ loam; brickyard M.p. vertebra, thoracic vertebra, 1912b
rib, carpal bone, calcaneus
10 Oborniki before 1900  gravel pit M.p. bones 1926
11 Okiennik Cave near Ojcéw before 1938 cave M.p. molars: 2 lower deciduous M2 1938c, 1938d
(presumably one individuals)

12 Poznan Gtéwna (Gtéwna) M.p. bones 1926
Poznan Szelggowska (Szelag near Poznan) before 1926 M.p. bones 1926, 1929a

13 Rogoznik, Rogozniczek stream before 1852  fluvial M.p. tooth 1912b
14 Zalesie near Jarocin 1906 depth: 3.5-4m M.p. bones 1926
15 Oborniki M.t.? lower deciduous M3 1912a
16 Wistok river fluvial, gravel Mammoth bones 1931
17 Oborniki before 1905  gravel pit Mastodon longirostris' tooth 1918, 1924, 1926
18 Torun, vicinity Mastodon zaddachi' 1924
19 Mammutowa Cave near Ojcéw cave bones 1932

Ukraine

1 Sasiadowice near Sambor groundworks, clay, depth: ca 5m E.a. molar: lower M2? 1912a
2 Stawuta, Wotyn E.t. molar: M2 1912a
3 Starunia ozocerite mine M.p. skeleton and skin 1911, 1914
4 Lwéw tyczakow 1913 sands, Miocene Mastodon tapiroides  tooth 1918,1924

Among the remains of woolly rhinoceros, which Tab. 2 Woolly rhinoceros (Coelodonta antiquitatis).

are known from 22 localities, fragments of skulls
and loose teeth are almost as well represented as
bones.

Localities (old name) Year when found Context Species Cranial elements Post-cranial elements Niezabitowski

. Poland
The specimen from L Coamkéw 1909 ca. scapula 1926
. . . 2 Czerwonak (Poznan Czerwonak), Warta river 1910 fluvial C.a. radius 1926
Sta ru nla (U kralne) IS 3 Gotaszyn near Oborniki - C.a. lower tooth 1926
4 Jankowo 1909 C.a. tibia 1926
the best kn Own d ue toS Karzec near Gostyn 12/03/1889 C.a. pelvis, femur 1926
J 6 Kielce Kadzielnia (Grota Kadzielnia) C.a. 1926
= 4 7 Kobylnica - C.a. cranium fragment, upper tooth, lower tooth 1926
ItS CompleteneSS, aS It 8 Kowanowo near Oborniki - Ca. mandibula with tooth 1926
. Kowandwko near Oborniki - C.a. lower teeth metacarpal Il 1926
IS preserved along 10 A LubonnearPoznan (Lubari near Poznan) - C.a. upper tooth 1926
. . B Lubon (Zabikowo) - C.a. mandibula with tooth, lower tooth 1926
Wlth the Skl n and 11 Mechowo near Swarzedz 20/03/1890 gravel C.a. cranium fragment, mandible with teeth, lower teeth  metacarpal IV, pelvis 1926

before 1900; 1905;

: - X cranium fragment, upper teeth, mandibula with teeth, thoracic vertebra, scapulae, humeri, radii,
e ntral IS = 12 il LM A02R I gl o S5 lower teeth pelvis, femur, astragalus, metatarsus Ill e
1912; before 1926
AISO noteWO rthy are 13 Ostrzeszow - C.a. cranium fragment 1926
14 Poland 1910;1912;1918 C.a. upper teeth scapulae, ulnae, tibiae, astragalus 1926
Wel I- p rese rved S ku I IS 15 A Poznan Debiec (Debiec near Poznan) R CU R C.a. crania scapula, humeri, metacarpal IV, pelvis 1926
911;1919 ! ! !
d escri bed fro m B  Poznan Gtéwna (Gtéwna) - C.a. bones 1926
C Poznan Malta 25/10/1889; C.a. mandibula with teeth pelves 1926
Z D Poznarn Staroteka (vicinity of Staroteka) - C.a. 1926
Poznan E Poznan Szelaggowska (Szelagg near Poznan) 1913 C.a. radius, tibia, metatarsal Ill 1926, 1929a
. " . F  Poznan Wilczy Mtyn (Wilczy Mtyn-Poznan) 1906 C.a. pelvis 1926
(N IezabItOWSkl, 1 926). G Poznan Wilda 1897 C.a. crania, upper tooth humerus, radius 1926
H Poznan Zegrze (Zegrze near Poznan) 1909 C.a. lower tooth pelvis 1926
| Poznan, vicinity - C.a. cranium fragment 1926
‘ e 16 Prosna river = peat C.a. mandibula with teeth rib 1926
P 17 Srem 1907 Ca. atlas 1926
i 18 Wielkopolska - C.a. ulna 1926
19 Wierzenica near Mechowo - C.a. radius 1926
20 Zalesie nearJarocin 1906;1910 depth:3.5-4m C.a. lower tooth scapula, pelvis 1926
21 Oborniki - gravel pit R.m. tooth 1926
22 Okiennik Cave near Ojcow before 1938 cave bones 1938d
Ukraine
1 Biata Cerkiew (Ztoty Potok) before 1853 C.a. cranium 1913a,1926
2 Starunia 1929 C.a. skeleton and skin 1911,1914

It is worth quoting Niezabitowski on the care of specimens using the methods of the time:

“Excavated specimens should be carefully wrapped in yarn or paper and tied with string. The
place of the find should be detailed on an attached piece of paper, along with information on the

quality of the soil in which the item was found. The wrapped item should be covered in hay, straw,

straw, or shavings and sent in a package to the Museum.” (Niezabitowski, 1933Db).

CONCLUSIONS

A significant number of specimens come from sites in Wielkopolska in Poland, and some of the
fossil remains originate from contemporary Ukraine. Some specimens have been presented in

their cultural context.
Niezabitowski's work provided knowledge of morphological and morphometric issues and

zoogeography, along with environmental aspects of animals.

As his research belongs to the period between the World Wars, it is difficult to quantitatively and
qualitatively assess the surviving state of his specimens. In this context, his published works

(most of which have good illustrations of the specimens), constitute an invaluable source of

information from the first half of the century.
The collected data can be used for synthetic works concerning diversity and occurrence of
Pleistocene mammals in Europe, with reference to Poland.

Dedication

This work is dedicated to the memory of Edward Feliks Lubicz-Niezabitowski, in appreciation of
his enduring legacy to research into the remains of Pleistocene and Holocene mammals from

Poland.
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