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Nearly a century after its description, “Mastodon” grandincisivus 
Schlesinger, 1917 remains poorly known. Referred to different 
elephantoid genera by different authors, it apparently 
represents an unnamed derived amebelodontid genus (Tassy, 
1985, 1999). “Mastodon” grandincisivus finds are rare, and only 
two mandibles, belonging to adult individuals, have been 
published: one from Pestszentlörincz in Hungary (Schlesinger, 
1922) and one from Oryahovo in Bulgaria (Bakalov & Nikolov, 
1962). In both, the symphysis is missing: photo in Bakalov & 
Nikolov (1962) shows the specimen after a heavy restoration. 
A related taxon, if not synonymous, Amebelodon cyrenaicus, is 
described at Sahabi (Gaziry, 1987).

We describe a juvenile mandible from the Turolian locality 
Hadzhidimovo (SW Bulgaria). Excavated by one of the 
authors (DK), it is stored at the Assenovgrad branch of 
the National Museum of Natural History – BAS, coll. No. 
HD38029 (Fig. 1). The symphysis, despite some dorsal 
damage, is intact, bearing the two deciduous tusks. Growing 
permanent tusks are visible. Both dp3s are preserved, as well 
as the left dp2, with only a fragment of the right dp2. The 
dp3s have three lophids, confirming the full tetralophodont 
stage in “M.” grandincisivus – a character developed in parallel 
with tetralophodont gomphotheres. Morphology of the 
deciduous teeth of “M.” grandincisivus and “Tetralophodon” 
atticus, apparently co-occurring with the latter species in 
the Turolian localities of Central Europe to SW Asia, is thus 
comparable. Yet, the bunodont pattern of dp3 with enlarged 

central conules, seen at Hadzhidimovo, is more accentuated 
in “M.” grandincisivus than in “Tetralophodon” atticus from 
Pikermi. At Hadzhidimovo the preserved symphysis with 
flat lower tusks, however, favoured an allocation to the 
amebelodontid “M.” grandincisivus. 
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A juvenile mandible of “Mastodon” grandincisivus Schlesinger, 1917
from Hadzhidimovo, SW Bulgaria

Georgi MARKOV  , Dimitar KOVACHEV † , and Pascal TASSY

Fig. 1. NMNHAs HD38029, 
“Mastodon” grandincisivus 
mandible, Hadzhidimovo, 
Bulgaria.
A, occlusal view; B, lateral view; 
C, tusks,  dorsal view; D, left dp3, 
occlusal view.
Scale bars: 10 cm (A-C), 5 cm (D).
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